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Nearly 2000 prominent 
Americans gathered here 
yesterday to begin a “three- 
day effort to straighten the 
Government out” on a host 
of international issues. 

The phrase was that of Mc- 
George Bundy, the Presi- 
dent’s assistant for national 
security affairs, who also told 
the luncheon meeting of the 
White House Conference on 
International Cooper ation 
that “we are deeply grateful 
to you.” 

There was both consensus 
and controversy at the open- 
ing panel sessions, which fea- 
tured a blizzard of reports 
and papers and a torrent of 
spoken words. 

Viet Argument Ahead 

More serious controversy, 
an argument over American 
policy in Vietnam, was in the 
wings. The war will comb up 
in two panels, one of them 
this morning. 

Norman Thomas, the vet- 
eran Socialist leader, was one 
of those demanding that Viet- 
nam be discussed. Bundy and 
other ©Tfieials said there would 
be plenty of opportunity. What 
degree of criticism of, or sup- 
port for. President Johnson’s 
.policy would emerge, how- 
ever, was uncertain last night. 

Thomas, incidentally, spent 
half an hour yesterday discus- 
sing Vietnam with Secretary 
of State Dean Rusk. The Sec- 
retary’s invitation followed 
what some described as a 
heated conversation at a Sun- 
day evening recption for con- 
ference delegates at the State 
Department. 

Opened by Humphrey 

Vice President Humphrey 
opened the conference with 
what he described as a “ser- 
mon to a congregation of true : 
believers” in, international co- 


operation. Beyond generali- 
ties he said only that “we 
must develop new peace-keep- j 
mg machinery within the in- 
ter-American system,” an ap- 
parent reference to United 
States’ hopes for a hemispheric 
peace force,, so far generally 
opposed by the Latin nations. 

He also backed a United Na- 
tions peacekeeping force and 
approved of the inclusion of 
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Communist Ohina in disarma- 
ment talks. Humphrey also 
made an appearance at a panel 
on space during the afternoon. 

Bundy told the delegates 
that he had read their pre- 
pared proposals, some already 
had been put into effect and 
others moved from “the in 
box” to the “out box” of Gov- 
ernment. But still others, un- 
specified, he characterized as 
“quite wrong.” 

In answering questions, Bun- 
dy said that “behavior was 
more illustrative” of North 
Vietnam’s intentions than any 
verbal adherence to the rules 
| of international law and he 
| pointed to denunciations of 
I the United Nations by both 
i Hanoi and Peking. 

He neatly cut off a question 
as to whether he would leave 
the Government to head the 
Ford Foundation. 

The chief needier of the 
day was Sen. Joseph Clark (D- 
Pa.), one of the Senate’s of- 
ficial delegates. He set off a 
heated debate in the panel 
on population and he strong- 
ly criticized the Administra- 
tion in the panel on research. 

Many delegates complained 
that the panelists, however 
distinguished, were taking up 
too much time with their own 
remarks, leaving too little for 
questions and views from the 
floor. The practice varied 
from panel to panel, however. 


A statement by President 
Johnson, read by the Vice 
President, said that “I am de- 
termined that the United 
States shall actively engage 
its best minds and boldest 
spirits in the quest for a new 
order of world cooperation.” 

• The President caUed the 
gathering at the Sheraton 
Park Hotel “a town meeting 
of leaders of the Nation.” 

While each panel had avail- 
able to it a number of Govern- 
ment officials, the reports 
jwere those of non-Government 
leaders in the academic, pro- 
fessional and business worlds. 
Each panel leader was care- 
fully instructed to state that 
no Government official had 
given his approval. 

The Vietnam issue is ex- 
pected to come up this morn- 
ing at a panel on peacekeep- 
ing operations and again 
(Wednesday at another panel, 
this one on peaceful settle- 
ment of disputes. There will 
be half a dozen panels this 
morning and again in the 
afternoon. 

Of the reports to be con- 
sidered today, one on inter- 
national law calls for ratifi- 
cation of the pending consular 
convention with the Soviet 
Union and for repeal of the 
Connally amendment, which 
limits jurisdiction of the World 
Court. 



